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Attctck of the TS MIDI Control (Number) Freaks

Okay. okay...
One more
time: In order
for the TS-lIl.l'
12 data slider
to function as
a timbre con-
troller. you've

so gotta do two
things; 1} Make sure that Timbre is ap-
plied and turned on (MODAMT :>< U}
somewhere in your sotutdprogram andfor
preset and 2) make sure youôve selected
SLIDER = TIMBRE on the ýrst System
page. Piece of cake. right?

Maybe not.

Bert Niekirk of Ensoniq customer serv-
ice says the phone still rings with that
ñW11ere's the Timbre?" query. So
re-check your patches and TS System
page just one more time before adding to
your phone bill. If youóre like me. you
canôt afford the one you've got.

However. somewhere on this very same
System page, between SLIDER =
TIMBRE and inýnity. lies some real
magic; SLIDER =XCTRI... And. whoa
boy. if you're a real dyed-in-the-wool
control freak (like me?) this is going to
perk up your ears. Let me e:-tplain. The
SLIDER = XCTRL value means that you
can assign any MIDI controller number
(from 0 to 12?) to be transmitted from
the TS to another MIDI device that
recognizes and uses MIDI control num-
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bets. via the dataslider. Why is this so
magical?
The Trend Of The Nanosecond seems to
be in specialised. dedicated synths and
modules. The full-featured keyboard is
out. (Hrnmm... with KTs and TSs selling
like mad. I guess somebody forgot to tell
Ensoniq buyers.) Anyway. if you buy
one these modules. you're gonna want a
full featured keyboardfcontroller to go
with it. And. if you want to he able to
access and change some of the module's
parameters. you have to send it the MIDI
controller ntunber(s) it wants. Trying to
use many of the keyboard synths and sta-
tions on the market now as MIDI con-
troller ôboards may pose a problem. See.
on most current synthhoards certain
MIDI continuous controllers and control
change commands have control numbers
that have been pre-assigned to them. The
modwheel is set to MIDI control number
1. the Footpedal to number 4, MIDI
Volume to T. and so on. The vast
majority of synthesizer keyboards and
all-in-ones offer no way to change these
control numbers: think of them as being
hardwired.

So if Ralphôs Ambient Universe Rack
Mount Synth needs a MIDI control num-
ber of 16 to speed up the Yalium effect.
but your modwheel only transmits on
number 1. you are. shall we say. not
relaaed here. You do have the option of
buying a ñsilentò MIDI board that allows
you to change and assign MIDI control
numbers. Although prices are coming
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down. a weighted keyboard version still isn't cheap.

Behold the TS magic.

Among the most popular dedicated synth-tmits to date have
been those that emulate the Harmnond organ and Leslie rotat-
ing speaker system. Now, you cart plug in one of these
modules to virtually any MIDI keyboard and do your organ
thing. Leslie and all. You can leave your TS-10112 at home
and take a beat-up DX? and organ module on the road (ósp-
ecially if you play the blues). But what if your module needs
to "see" a MIDI control number of 36 to alter. say. the Les-
lie's upper rotor slow speed. but your DJ-I can't transmit that
number? Give up and use the Leslie effect as is? Nah. Change
it at home using yotu TS. then use it on stage with that old
DX (or whatever}.

I've had a chance to use most of the organ uttits out there ð
perhaps the most realistic simulation comes from the Voce
Micro B. The Micro B combined with its sister Spin Leslie
module sound fantastic together. The Spin unit, in particular.
offers some ýne tuning options using MIDI control numbers.
but, again. they are not all standard nmnbers. No problem; the
TS-12 can handle tough cleaning jobs.

The Spin unit allows you to change the microphone placement
on both the Leslie's lower drum and upper rotor. using MIDI
control numbers "I5 and S5 respectively. Make sure the Spin
unit and the TS are set to the same MIDI channel. On the TS

System Page make sine SLIDER = XCTRL. Neat, go to the
MIDI Control Page I and set XCTRL to "I5. Hit the Sounds
{or Presets) button to allow the dataslider to act as a con-
tinuous controller. Notice as you push the slider up, the rotat-
ing speaker effect becomes less pronotmced as the ntic is
being "placed" away from the Leslie's lower rotor. Go to
MIDI Control Page 1 on the TS-Ill)ô 12 again. This time let
XCTRL = 68. Press the Sounds button again. This time the
Dataslider toggles between slow and fast rotating speaker ef-
fects. As long as we "match" the TS to the control numbers in
the Spin unit, a variety of changes cart be achieved.

As more and more singulm modules become available. the
ability to assign speciýc MIDI control numbers to affect con-
trol changes in those units becomes almost mandatory. And
we're certainly not just concemed with controlling a Leslie
simulator. The sound of breath on a reed, the muting of a
trumpet. the pick hitting a bass string ð all these nuances can
be altered and contoured using MIDI control changes.
provided the Master controller can generate the MIDI control
numbers the receiving tmit requests. The ability to generate
þoating transmittable etttemal control nturrbers is usually only
found in ettpensive dedicated controllers. The TS-10.ô 12. is a
rarity: It offers this feature as standard in a full-þedged. fñ..:.'.iy
complemented synthesizer.

Special thanks to Bert Niekirk of Ensoniq Customer Service
and Al Alonso, president of Voce, Inc. -I

RND(au)

Ensoniq Corp. has released the ASR-S8, a weighted-action ver-
sion of their ASR-Ill sampling keyboard. Featuring the same
SS-key weighted-action keyboard with channel {mono} pressure
used in the KT-33 synthesizer, the A-SR-83 offers complete
sampling workstation capabilities to the musician who desires a
true piano touch. The ASH-SB comes as a specially-priced bun-
dle, with the following items included: I6 MB RAM, SCSI
[SP-3) interface. SW-6 damper style footswitch, a srna1i-foot-
print. black, double-speed CD-I{ClI'ttI"-.dt'ive, two CD-ROM
sound disks (CDR-3 and CDR-4).

This value-added bundle provides the customer with a complete
"plug-and-play" sampler. removing the hassles of installing
etttra memory and adding peripherals. The ASR-38 is compat-
ible with the optional MS-l music stand. and cart be used with
Ensoniq's new P-ll} wood keyboard stand (optional) for attrac-
tive in-home, church. or school use.

The ASR-83 features all the same sampling, effects, sequenc-
ing. and digital audio recording features of the ASR-ll]
santpler. They include: stereo sampling, sampling through ef-

fects, 62 effects algorithms, I6-track sequencing, 2 tracks of
audio recording. importing of Akai and Roland sotmds viz
SCSI, optional SIPDIF digital sampling input and output, I-ID
disk drive, Patch Select buttons. up to eight outputs, and an er-
tensive library of sotmds on þoppy disk and CD-ROM

The ASR-SS bundle has a suggested retail of 54495.00. It will
start shipping in the middle of May, 1995. For more infome-
tion contact Ensoniq Corp, 155 Great Valley Parkway. Mal-
verrt, PA 19355 (S00) 553-5151 voice. (olfl) 64?-S965 fan,
(SUD) 25?-1439 automatic fan retrieval. CompuServe ð type
ñGO MlENSONIQ."

New ASR O.S. ð Ensoniq has another free 0.5. update for all
ASH. samplers! Version 3.53 will work with any ASR-ll} that
has ROM "version 1.5, and works with the ASR-83 as well. In
addition to allowing the ASR-S8 to work with the 38-key chan-
nel pressure keyboard, this new 0.5. ýnes the following items:

I) Improved phase coherence in stereo samples. even when
STEREEI LAYER LINK = OFF. Note that this should be set to
UN for the most accurate phase coherence.

2) Improved performance of the PHASER+RE'lr'ERB algori-
tltnt, eliminating any random pops and clicks.



Ensoniq On-line ð Yes. you read correctly, Ensoniq is now
on-litte at CompuServe, supporting both the rrtusic and multi-
media divisions. In addition to offering customer support
Ensoniq has all of their Fart On Demand documents, some
select audio snippets, and are offering ASR and Soundscape
Operating Systems for downloading. To reach Ensoniq's music
support area type "GO MIENSONIQ," attd for multimedia type
"GO l'vl1v[ENSONIQ."

Hacker News
We have two new additions (both email only) to our Tra.ttsoniq-
Net list of volunteers: Pat Esslinger has agreed to answer any
TS related questions and can be reached at: intemet: pate@es-
ecpc.com. Compuserve: 'I~"424U,l562, or AOL: ESSLIP. And.
Smart Hoskirtg is helping cover the TS, VFX, and SD-l:
stuh@ozemail.com.au. -

FTP news: Steve Vincent of Portent Music in Tacoma. ever the
cornpletist, has added yet another format for his ESQISQ-SD
Hackerpatch collection ð HackPatch ESQ.MidiE:sMac.sit.hqtt
As its name implies, it needs Stuýit to be uncompressed (Stuffit
can be fomtd as shareware all over the Internet), and it contains
twelve files unstuffed: S ESQ banks. 2 SQ-Si) banks. MidiEJt
Mac shareware Sysett program, MitIiEtt Mac docs. The Hacker-
patches are in lvIidiEtt Mac format. and the MidiEtt Mac pro-
gram is included in the Stuffit archive.

Also, our ftp site can now be reached by entering "ftp
ftp.transoniq.com." Other steps remain the same ð Name:
artonymous. Password: yom email address, and then type "cd
vendors.ltrnsoniq" (without the "a" in transoniq).

HYPERSONIQ New Product Announcements
Third-party sound company. Latter Sound Productions, has
released Volume 3 of public domain sounds for the "v'FK.
VFX-sd. and SD-1. The banks cover Moog, Classic Keys, Brass.
Satt Sections, Pads. Organs. Strings, and key percussion. All
VFX and SQði Tronsortiq Hockerpotches Issues #103 through
#118 are included. ýll sounds. 20 presets. $12.50 (disks). For fur-
ther information, contact: Latter Sound Productions. 1341 West-
heaven Court. Tallahassee, FL 32310. Phone: 904-5T5-5561.

E'lr'S, a producer of tutorial videos for music and computer
related progratns (such as Cakewalk, Cubase, Band in a Bert. En-
core, and many more) is now moving into Ensoniq keyboards.
Irtstruction videos covering the TS-Id and TS-I2 will be among
the releases scheduled for 1995. EVS videos are well-regarded in
the industry. are very ñhands-on" and go from the basics of in-
stallation up through the intricacies. usually run for several
hours. and have a suggested retail price of $49.95. For further in-
formation, contact: E"v'S. 4139 Gardendaie, San Antonio. TX
T3229. Phone: l-Still-d5[l-2427.

3D Sounds is announcing several new CD-ROMs and audio
sampling CDs. The Wave Bonk is a new CD-ROM containing
about Zllllll (I540 megs) of high-quality. 44.lkHz, lti-bit,
multi-s ampled. stereo and mono instrument Wave {.'WAóv') files
for use with Windows compatible and Sample Store sound cards.
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Analog syntlts. digital syntlts, bases. rock drums, dance drums,
rap drums. jazz drums, orchestral ittstruments, brass. strirtgs,
woodwinds, pianos. organs, pads. drum loops and much more ð
all organized into specific catagories. $39. Among the audio
santpling CDs available: Drurn Sornpte CD #I (over 1200
sounds). Dram Senvple CD #2 (an additional lllllll sotmds). The
Loop Bonk (hundreds of stereo CD quality drum loops ð no
copyrights). and The Monster Synth Berti: {hundreds more of the
world's biggest synths). All Audio CDs are priced at $35. All
prices are in U.S. dollars. For further information. contact: 3D
Sounds, Bott 22065, 50 Westmount Rd. North. Waterloo. ONT.
Canada NZL-61?. Phone: 519-T4?-U282.

Rubber Chicken Software Co. is now an authorized dealer for
SAMPLEBANKI ð the Ensoniq CD-ROM for tlte PC. Over 400
disks of sounds can be etttracted from this CD for use in Ensoniq
samplers and the TS series. Requirements: any PC-clone with a
CD-ROM drive connected to it. SAMPLEBANK.-' also contains a
TX-16W bank. a Mirage bank, a .WA"v' file bank, and a utilities
bank for file format conversions and other special features. See
the review in the June I995 Hacker! Price: only $99.95. "v'isa.
Mastercard, and COD accepted. Contact: Rubber Chicken
Software Co., P.O. Bo:-t too, Wlllmar, MN 56201. Phone:
1-Silt]-B-PRO-EPS, 612-235-9'l9S (voice or fart). INTERNET:
chickenEPS@aol.com.

ó Sample and Hold"
Doing Vintage Dlgltolly

The word "vintage" used to refer to finely aged wines, but
now ð at least among electronic musicians ð it evokes
visions of Minimoogs, Arp Odysseys, Hammond B-3s, and
1961 Fender Stratocasters (oops, wrong magazine). It harkens
back to the day when the sonic lattdscape was thick with lush
filter sweeps, portamento glides, ring modulation, pink noise,

Steve Vincent

and the tmforgettable dance of tetrtures and pitches potuing
out of the Sample and Hold Generator.

If you weren't around dttring the Analog Age, then you might
not know what a sample-and-hold generator is. although
you've probably heard its effect. The best ettample I can




























































